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This         walk         is         a         great         way         to         explore         the         ridge-top
bushland         between         Gosford         and         Lisarow.                  Passing
through         Rumbalara         and         Katandra         Reserves,         there
are         several         picnic         area,         lookouts         and         other         facilities
scattered         along         the         way.                  At         times         you         will         forget
you         are         anywhere         near         houses,         and         at         other         points
you         will         be         enjoying         vistas         of         the         Central         Coast.
Much         of         the         road         walk         toward         the         end         is         through         a
rural         setting,         making         an         enjoyable         walk.
Rumbalara         Reserve

Length:
Time:
Climb:
Style:
Rating:
Where:
Transport:

11.3         km
4         hrs         30         mins
479         m
One         way
Track:         Hard
1.3         km         NW         of         Gosford
train         bus         car

Visit www.wildwalks.com  for more info
Side         trips         and         Alternate         routes         mentioned         in         these         notes         are         not         included         in         the         tracks         overall         rating,         distance         or         time         estimate.         The         notes         only         describe         the         side
trips         and         Alternate         routes         in         one         direction.         Allow         extra         time         for         resting         and         exploring         areas         of         interest.         Please         ensure         you         and         your         group         are         well         prepared
and         equipped         for         all         possible         hazards         and         delays.         The         authors,         staff         and         owners         of         wildwalks         take         care         in         preparing         these         notes         but         will         not         accept
responsibility         for         any         inconvenience,         loss         or         injury         sustained         by         using         these         notes         or         maps.         Please         take         care         and         share         your         experience         through         the         website.
Please check park closures, weather information and Fire Danger Rating just before leaving for your walk. Walk maybe closed during Total Fire Ban.
GPS for start the start of this walk:-33.4235,151.3418 & for the end:-33.3822,151.3702

 National Parks Association of NSW - Learn more about the NPA www.npansw.org.au  
 Walk with a club - Enjoy bushwalking and make new friends                                                (community announcement) 
 The NPA is more than just a bushwalking club. We are a conservation group that helps protect natural places
 As a member you can join any of our 1000 guided walks each year and enjoy our quaterly Magazine 'Nature NSW'. 
 Membership fee is just $65 per year, concession fee also available. Learn More...   

Gosford Station to Rumbalara Environmental Education Centre trackhead  1km 15 mins 
 (From S) From the train station, this walk heads out the main eastern exit and crosses the Pacific Hwy using the
glass-covered footbridge. On the other side of the bridge, the walk heads down the stairs and turns left to walk along the
footpath (next to the Highway, with the train station now on the right). The walk then crosses Erina St and, soon after,
turns left into William St Mall. At the other end of the mall, the walk heads diagonally through Kibble Park and crosses
Henry Parry Dr at the lights. Here, the walk heads uphill along Donnison St, passing Albany St. When Donnison St
bends right, this walk continues straight up the hill a short distance into to Rumbalara Environmental Education Centre
car park. 
 Turn right: From the car park, this walk follows the 'Rumbalara Environmental Education Centre' arrow along the paved
foopath to the trackhead at the back of the buildings, signposted 'Walking Trail'.  

 Rumbalara Environmental Education Centre    
 This centre is 'a New South Wales Department of Education and Training facility that provides environmental education
and field work opportunities to students, teachers and the community of the Central Coast' . The centre is at the end of
Donnison St, Gosford and is a good access point to some of the walking tracks in the adjoining Rumbalara Reserve.
More info  

Rumbalara Environmental Education Centre trackhead to Int of Casuarina track and JWD link trail 
  0.1km 4 mins 
 (From 1.01 km) Turn left: From the trackhead at the back of the Rumbalara EEC, this walk follows the 'Walking Trail'
arrow up the steps and along the track. The track crosses a small wooden bridge and bends to the right, then climbs a
little to an intersection with a management trail. 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the management trail gently up the hill, leaving the bush track steps
behind to the right. The trail goes gently up the hill for a short distance to an intersection at the bottom of a metal
staircase, signposted 'Casuarina Track'.  

Int of Casuarina track and JWD link trail to Ouraka Point  0.3km 5 mins 
 (From 1.14 km) Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Picnic Areas' arrow up the staircase. The walk then
continues a short distance up the sandstone path and steps to an intersection with a management trail, marked by a
track information board and a 'Casuarina Track' signpost pointing back to the 'Field Studies Centre'. 
 Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Picnic Areas' arrow along the management trail, going gently up
the hill. After a short distance, the walk arrives at an intersection with steps and a metal staircase to the left. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk goes up the sandstone steps, then the metal staircase. The walk then
crosses the end of the management trail and continues up the long flight of sandstone steps. After a short distance, the
walk passes some large boulders (to the left) and soon arrives at the signposted 'Ouraka Point', with beautiful views over
Gosford and the surrounding areas and waterways.  
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 Ouraka Point    
 This picturesque spot with fantastic views over Gosford and the surrounding areas, including Brisbane Waters, is
located within the Rumbalara Reserve, along the Casuarina Walk. It is a beautiful spot to sit and enjoy the views for a
while during a walk in the reserve.  

Ouraka Point to Sculpture of Charles Sturt  0.3km 5 mins 
 (From 1.39 km) Continue straight: From Ouraka Point, this walk follows the management trail going gently up the hill,
leaving the seats and Ouraka Point behind to the left. After a while, the walk passes an informal, unfenced lookout area
with obscured but nice views over Gosford, to the left. The walk continues a little further to an intersection, with a
'Casuarina Track' signpost pointing back to 'Ouraka Point'. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Picnic Areas' arrow along the management trail, keeping
the views of Gosford to the left. After a short distance, the walk arrives at a sculpture of Charles Sturt, to the right.  

 Casuarina    
 Commonly known as the she-oak, sheoak, ironwood, or beefwood, casuarinas have 'delicate, slender ultimate branches
and leaves that are no more than scales, making the tree look more like a wispy conifer'. There are 17 species of
Casuarina 'native to Australasia, southeastern Asia, and islands of the western Pacific Ocean'. More info  

Sculpture of Charles Sturt to Flannel Flower walk signpost  0.2km 3 mins 
 (From 1.64 km) Continue straight: From the sculpture, this walk follows the management trail, keeping the views of
Gosford to the left, and leaving Charles Sturt behind on the right. The walk continues along the trail to an intersection
with a paved track, signposted 'Casuarina Track'. 
 Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the management trail up the hill leaving the paved 'Casuarina Track'
behind on the left. After a very short distance, the walk arrives at an intersection with a bush track, signposted 'Flannel
Flower Track'.  

Flannel Flower walk signpost to Yaruga Picnic Area BBQs  0.7km 15 mins 
 (From 1.81 km) Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Yaruga Picnic Area' arrow along the bush track,
going gently down the hill. The walk meanders along the side of the hill for some time, passing occasional sandstone
steps before continuing past an intersection with a bush track (on the left, uphill), and another soon after (on the right,
downhill). The walk continues for some distance, climbing gently with numerous steps, before arriving beside the toilet
block at Yaruga Picnic Area. The walk turns right and follows the paved path past the information board, then goes
across the picnic area, following the 'Lookout' arrow to the electric BBQs.  

 Yaruga Picnic Area    
 This picnic area is right beside Dolly Ave, within the Rumbalara Reserve, Gosford. The facilities include free electric
BBQs, picnic tables, toilets and garbage bins. There are information boards with details of the walking tracks and other
features of the reserve. There are a couple of lookout points at the edge of the picnic area with great views out across
Gosford and the surrounding areas.  

Yaruga Picnic Area BBQs to Yaruga Lookout  0km 1 mins Optional Side Trip: 
 (From 2.53 km) Turn right: From the BBQs, this walk goes a very short distance across the picnic area, away from the
road, passing the 'Yaruga Lookout' sign, to the left, and the 'Orchid Track' and 'Red Gum Track' signs, to the right,
reaching a fenced lookout with a seat and great views out across the valley. At the time of writing, both the Orchid Track
and the Red Gum Track were closed at this point.
(Retrace your steps back to the main track, then continue straight to continue along this walk.)  

Yaruga Picnic Area BBQs to Western int of Red Gum walk and Dolly Ave  0.1km 1 mins 
 (From 2.53 km) Turn left: From the BBQs, this walk goes across the picnic area towards the road and down the steps.
The walk veers to the right, following the road gently down the hill for a short distance to an intersection with a bush
track, beside a low boulder, on the left (some distance before the nearby water reservoir).  
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Western int of Red Gum walk and Dolly Ave to Wannagan Lookout  0.5km 10 mins 
 (From 2.59 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the bush track around the low boulder, to the
right, keeping the nearby water reservoir to the right. The walk goes gently downhill for a short distance to an intersection
with a management trail. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the track down the steps, leaving the nearby water reservoir to
the right. The track soon bends to the left at a rock outcrop, and winds down the hill for a while with plenty of steps. The
walk levels out and meanders for a while, with occasional steps, to an intersection with a faint track, going down the hill
to the left (just before the main track bends to the right and goes uphill a little). 
 Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the track as it goes gently up the hill, immediately bending to the right.
The walk meanders through some good scenery for a short distance before reaching the fenced Wannagan Lookout,
with great views to the north.  

 Wannagan Lookout    
 The fenced Wannagan Lookout, on the Red Gum Walk, has great views over North Gosford. The fenced lookout sits at
the top of a small cliff. Out of sight, beneath the lookout, is some great cliff and overhang scenery.  

Wannagan Lookout to Sculpture of Edward John Eyre  0.4km 5 mins 
 (From 3.07 km) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the track a very short distance up the hill, away from
the lookout, then turns left (ignoring the track to the right which goes a short distance up the hill to the road). The walk
meanders along the side of the hill for some distance, keeping the valley to the left, going up and down occasional steps
before reaching an intersection with a management trail. 
 Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the management trail away from the nearby gate (beside the road).
The trail almost immediately bends to the right then meanders for a short distance to the sculpture of Edward John Eyre,
on the right.  

 Edward John Eyre    
 The Sculpture of Edward John Eyre is found near the southern end of the Mouat Trail in Rumbalara Reserve.
Commissioned by Sara Lee Kitchens and the State Bicentennial Commission, this 1.25 scale figurative work was
sculptured by Carl Merten. A circular inscription at the base declares this to be 'Edward John Eyre 1815-1901'. Eyre is
one of Australia's more famous explorers. A father of 5, he was awarded the founder's gold medal from the Royal
Geographical Society in 1847. In 1841, Eyre was appointed as resident magistrate and protector of Aborigines. He
summed up his work like this - 
"Moorundie was a District densely populated by Natives and in which prior to 1841 no settler had ventured to locate, and
where (before I was stationed there) frightful scenes of bloodshed, rapine and hostility between the Natives and Parties
coming overland with Stock had been of very frequent occurrence, but where, from the time of my arrival, and up to the
date of my leaving not a single case of serious injury or aggression ever took place on the part of the Natives against the
Europeans, whilst the district became rapidly and extensively occupied by Settlers and by Stock".
Eyre also served as lieutenant-governor for New Zealand, lieutenant-governor for St Vincent (West Indies), governor for
Leeward Islands, governor for Antigua and governor-in-chief for Jamaica. More info  

Sculpture of Edward John Eyre to Int west of 130  0.8km 10 mins 
 (From 3.5 km) Continue straight: With the statue on the right, this walk follows the track north-east, keeping the valley on
the left. The track winds to the top of the ridge and follows it past some filtered district views. The track soon follows a
fence then heads down some stairs, winding through a rocky outcrop down to a wide trail. Here, the walk turns right and
follows the trail a short distance to an intersection under the power lines. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the trail north along the management trail, as indicated by the
lower arrow on the post. The walk ignores the trails on the left and soon comes to an intersection at another trail (Bradys
Gully trail, running steeply down to the left). 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads east up the hill along the management trail, initially keeping
Brady's Gully trail behind and to the left. The trail winds up the hill and soon comes to a clearing and a 'Y' intersection
with a faint track (on the right), just below a rocky outcrop.  

Int west of 130 to 130 Picnic table  0.2km 4 mins 
 (From 4.29 km) Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the faint track east up the hill, soon keeping the rocky
outcrop to the left. The walk ignores a few side tracks (on the left) and then follows some steps up through a cleft in the
rock. The track then turns right, following an arrow on a post across the top of the hill and coming to a picnic table and an
unfenced view across East Gosford.  
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 130 Picnic table    
 The 130 Picnic table (informally named based on the height of the hill) provides a spot to stop and rest. There are views
from the top of this unfenced cliff across Brisbane Water and East Gosford. The single table has some limited natural
shade from the surrounding trees.  

130 Picnic table to Mouat trail picnic table  0.4km 5 mins 
 (From 4.49 km) Continue straight: From the picnic table, this walk heads east, initially keeping the view to the right. The
track leads through the rocky outcrop and down the hill to an intersection with a management trail. 
 Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the management trail east across the saddle then up the hill, soon
coming to an intersection just before a locked gate. 
 Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the track up the steps towards the rocky outcrop, keeping the gate to
the left. The track climbs up the rocky outcrop then follows the fence for a short time, to a picnic table and an unfenced
view across the valley (on the right).  

 Mouat trail picnic table    
 Mouat trail picnic table is found about halfway along the Mouat trail. There is an old picnic table and bench seat at the
top of an unfenced cliff with filtered views over Springfield East Gosford and the Brisbane Water. A nice spot for a snack
and rest.  

Mouat trail picnic table to Int of trig track and Toomeys Rd trail  0.5km 5 mins 
 (From 4.89 km) Continue straight: From the picnic table, this walk follows the track, keeping the fence to the left. The
track soon passes close to a management trail (on the other side of the fence) and then passes a locked gate. Soon
after the gate, the track passes a bench seat (and an unfenced view on the right), where the track bends left and follows
the fence to another locked gate and a management trail. 
 Continue straight: From the gate, this walk follows the wide trail uphill, keeping the fence to the left. The trail follows the
fence, steeply at one point, up the hill to a 'Y' intersection with the trig track (on the right), marked with two timber posts.  

Int of trig track and Toomeys Rd trail to Erina Trig  0.1km 2 mins 
 (From 5.37 km) Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the walking track sign north-east up the narrower
track and steps. The track soon comes to the top of the hill and the Erina Trig station.  

 Erina Trig    
 Erina Trig station is part of a national geodetic survey established during the 1970's. The 'Triangulation station' (aka
trigonometrical or trig station) is a distinct marker which was once clear of trees and would have been visible for many
kilometers in the area. There are many such trig stations around Australia, used to help in surveying. Each station has a
know position and altitude which allows surveyors to use triangulation to determine another point's location. With
advances in technology, these trig stations have been superseded and abandoned. More info  

Erina Trig to Pond intersection  0.1km 2 mins 
 (From 5.49 km) Continue straight: From the trig station, this walk heads north-east down the hill, soon winding down
some stairs to a management trail next to a fence and pond.  

Pond intersection to Int of Mouat and Toomeys Rd Trails  0.6km 10 mins 
 (From 5.58 km) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk keeps the fence to the left and heads towards the power
lines. The trail bends left, following a fence for a short distance to a three-way intersection with the Clyde Rd
management trail (just before the locked private property gate). 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the wide trail past the locked gate and fence for the private
residence (on the left). After about 250m, the trail passes a stockpile of rocks and dirt (on the left). About 230m past the
stockpile, the trail comes to an intersection with the Mouat Trail marked with an arrow post (on the right).  
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Int of Mouat and Toomeys Rd Trails to St Johns Lookout car park  1.2km 20 mins 
 (From 6.22 km) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the arrow up the steps along the walking (and horse)
track. The track soon passes over a rocky outcrop (beware of the cliff drop on the right). The walk then soon bends right,
leaving the view to Toomeys management trail behind. The track then passes some large boulders before winding
through the bush and heading up some steps, passing some informal tracks at the rock platform, and coming to a
four-way intersection with a 'Graves Walk' sign (and a locked gate up the trail to the left). 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads away from the face of the 'Graves Walk' sign, passing the post
with a lilac strip (keeping the road up the hill to the left). The track winds through the bush to a three-way intersection,
with a sign pointing back 'To Rumbalara Reserve'. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows none of the arrows but heads away from the face of the sign
gently uphill, keeping the valley to the right. The track soon opens up into a large clearing, passing the 'Mount Mouat
walk' and 'Graves Walk' signs and continuing for about 20m to an intersection with the signposted 'Guringai walk'. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads through the clearing towards the picnic area, soon coming to
the car park and information sign.  

 St Johns Lookout picnic area    
 St Johns Lookout picnic area is a large open area found at the top of Katandra Reserve on Toomeys Rd. The picnic
area provides wheelchair accessible toilets, picnic tables, free electric BBQ's, parking areas and information boards.
There is plenty of open space with some natural shade provided by the surrounding trees. There are garbage bins
provided but no drinking water.  

St Johns Lookout car park to St Johns Lookout  0.2km 3 mins Optional Side Trip: 
 (From 7.42 km) Continue straight: From the car park (signposted as 'Katandra' on Toomeys Rd), this walk heads across
the picnic area and past the BBQ shelters, keeping the road up the hill to the left. Soon the walk comes to a sandstone
footpath in front of the toilet block. 
 Turn right: From the toilet block, this walk follows the footpath past the information sign to the fenced and signposted 'St
Johns Lookout'
(Retrace your steps back to the main track, then turn sharp right to continue along this walk.)  

 St Johns Lookout    
 This fenced lookout is found at the top of Katandra Reserve, near the toilets. The lookout was upgraded by Gosford
Council in September 2009 and now provides a safer platform and easier access. From the lookout, there are extensive
views south-east over Matcham, Erina Heights and Terrigal, out to the ocean. The Guringai Walk passes below the
lookout - please take extra care to not drop anything from the platform.  

St Johns Lookout car park to End of Taylors Rd (south)  1.4km 25 mins 
 (From 7.42 km) Veer left: From the car park, this walk heads up to Toomeys Rd and turns right, following the road. The
walk follows the main road as it become Taylors Road and bends left. About 400m after passing Tapley Rd (the very
steep road on the right), the road leads to a dirt clearing and locked gate at the end of Taylors Rd (south).  

End of Taylors Rd (south) to Start of Taylors Rd lower trail  0.6km 10 mins 
 (From 8.86 km) Continue straight: From the end of (the southern section of) Taylors Road, this walk heads west around
the locked gate and up the dirt management trail. A few metres after the end of the fence (on the right), the walk comes
to an intersection with a link track. 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the link track down the hill, initially keeping the fence, then the valley,
on the right. The track passes another track (on the right) and soon steps down onto a wide management trail. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads along the management trail (away from the private properly
fence), keeping the valley to the right. The trail winds along the side of the hill until heading around a locked gate and
coming to an intersection near 7070 Taylors Rd (north).  

Start of Taylors Rd lower trail to Lisarow Station  1.8km 30 mins 
 (From 9.46 km) Veer right: From the intersection, this walk heads downhill along the dirt Taylors Rd (north), initially
keeping the power lines to the left. After about 650m, the road becomes sealed and, shortly afterwards, passes 'Beray
Close'. About 240m after passing Courtney Pl, this walk turns left at the 'T' intersection and follows Taylors Rd past the
school (where the road becomes Chamberlain Rd), coming to a 'T' intersection with the Pacific Hwy. Here, the walk
crosses the highway, turns right and follows the footpath up the ramp to Lisarow Station.  
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Map         Scale         2.5         km

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au
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Map         for         Section         1

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au

Map         Scale         1         km
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Map         for         Section         2
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Map         Scale         1         km
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