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This         overnight         walk         starts         from         the         Obelisk         in
Macquarie         Park,         Sydney,         at         the         official         start         of         the
Great         North         Walk.                  The         walk         soon         boards         the         ferry
from         Circular         Quay         to         Woolwich,         and         follows         the
Great         North         Walk         through         the         streets         of         Hunters
Hill         and         into         the         Lane         Cove         National         Park.         After
staying         the         night         in         a         caravan         park         here,         the         walk
backtracks         a         little,         then         heads         north,         winding
through         the         Lane         Cove         Valley,         up         to         Thornleigh
train         station.
Lane         Cove         National         Park

Length:
Time:
Climb:
Style:
Rating:
Where:
Transport:

33         km
2         Days
1114         m
One         way
Track:         Hard
0.6         km         NNE         of         Sydney
ferry         train         bus         car

Visit www.wildwalks.com  for more info
Side         trips         and         Alternate         routes         mentioned         in         these         notes         are         not         included         in         the         tracks         overall         rating,         distance         or         time         estimate.         The         notes         only         describe         the         side
trips         and         Alternate         routes         in         one         direction.         Allow         extra         time         for         resting         and         exploring         areas         of         interest.         Please         ensure         you         and         your         group         are         well         prepared
and         equipped         for         all         possible         hazards         and         delays.         The         authors,         staff         and         owners         of         wildwalks         take         care         in         preparing         these         notes         but         will         not         accept
responsibility         for         any         inconvenience,         loss         or         injury         sustained         by         using         these         notes         or         maps.         Please         take         care         and         share         your         experience         through         the         website.
Please check park closures, weather information and Fire Danger Rating just before leaving for your walk. Walk maybe closed during Total Fire Ban.
GPS for start the start of this walk:-33.8633,151.2102 & for the end:-33.7319,151.0781

                  
 Wildwalks  
 Download the free Bushwalk Australia eMag
 The eMagazine is produces by the community at bushwalk.com and the Wildwalks team
 Bushwalk.com Australia's most active bushwalking forum - Check it out.
 Happy Reading. Matt :)   

 The Obelisk    
 The Obelisk in Macquarie Place (Cnr of Bridge and Loftus Sts) is the original Mile Stone for 19th century roads in NSW.
The surrounding park is the original town square built in 1810, while the Obelisk was erected by Governor Macquarie
(well actually the Convicts did the heavy work) in 1818. For nearly 200 years this monument stood as the zero mile/km
marker for all principal roads. There are a number of inscriptions including distance markers and "The Obelisk was
erected in Macquarie Place A.D.1818, to Record that all the Public Roads Leading to the Interior of the Colony are
measured from it. L.Macquarie Esq Governor". The park has a number of other historic items worth exploring.  

The Obelisk to Circular Quay  0.3km 4 mins 
 (From S) From the tall sandstone obelisk (in Macquarie Place at the intersection of Bridge and Loftus Sts, Sydney), this
walk heads down along the footpath beside Loftus St, towards the view of the Harbour Bridge. After about 80m, the
footpath leads past 'Jessie Street Gardens', which is 'Dedicated to the achievements of Australian women' - definitely
worth the time to read the plaques. 
From here, the walk continues down past McDonald's and across Alfred St to underneath the 'Circular Quay Railway
Station' building.  

Circular Quay to Woolwich Ferry Wharf, Valentia St  4.8km 20 mins 
 (From 0.26 km) Continue straight: From Circular Quay ferry terminal, this walk heads over to Wharf 5 and catches a
ferry (about $6) to Woolwich Ferry Wharf, Valentia St. A ferry leaves every 30-60 mins during the day. The trip is very
pleasant and passes the Opera House, travels the under the Harbour Bridge, around Garden Island, near Cockatoo
Island and on to Woolwich Ferry Wharf near the mouth of the Lane Cove River.
 Note: The distance and altitude change for this ride is not included in the total for this walk.  

Woolwich Ferry Wharf, Valentia St to Goat Paddock  0.7km 10 mins 
 (From 5.07 km) Continue straight: From Woolwich Wharf (at the end of Valentia Street), this walk follows the footpath,
past the toilets and the large 'Great North Walk' sign (and past the children's playground which is across the road) to the
top of 'Valentia St'. The walk turns left and follows the tree-lined 'The Point Rd', which bends left and becomes 'Gale St'.
Not far along Gale St, this walk comes to the front of the gates at the top of the signposted 'Goat Paddock' park (on your
left)  

 Goat Paddock    
 Goat Paddock is the open area north of Woolwich Dock. The park has a path winding down through the middle,
providing access to the waters edge. In 1835, the Clarke family received a grant of the land at the eastern end of the
peninsula, what we now call Woolwich. In 1898, Morts Dock and Engineering Company bought this land and
commissioned the excavation of the dock. The area is well maintained and is used by many locals for their morning
strolls.  
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Goat Paddock to Woolwich Lookout  0.1km 1 mins 
 (From 5.8 km) Continue straight: From the gates at the top of 'Goat Paddock', this walk follows the footpath uphill beside
Gale St, which soon bends right. The walk passes 'Woolwich Pier Hotel' (on the opposite side of the road), then veers left
across the grass on the signposted 'Woolwich Lookout' park, and soon comes to the fenced lookout platform on the left,
about 80m from the lookout.  

 Woolwich Lookout    
 Woolwich Lookout is a fenced lookout atop of the cliffs at the western end of Woolwich Dock. There are great views
down the sandstone cutting, through the dock at the mouth of the Lane Cove River and to North Sydney. In December
1901, the W. Solomon & Sons company (commissioned by Morts Dock and Engineering Company) completed the
excavation of 85,000 cubic metres of sandstone to construct this dry dock. At the time, this 188 metres long, and 27
metres wide, pit was the largest dry dock in Australia. In 1963, the Army purchased the site and now it is managed by the
Sydney Harbour Federation Trust.  

Woolwich Lookout to Bottom of Kellys Bush  0.4km 5 mins 
 (From 5.87 km) Continue straight: From 'Woolwich Lookout', this walk winds down the concrete footpath, initially keeping
the water view to your left. Crossing the road, this walk then follows the GNW arrow post downhill along Edgecliff Rd,
which soon bends right (enjoying the water views across to Cockatoo Island), then crosses Margaret St to become Alfred
St. Continuing to the end of Alfred St, this walk comes to a short sandstone wall and a 'Kellys Bush' sign  

Bottom of Kellys Bush to Top of Kellys Bush  0.2km 5 mins 
 (From 6.23 km) Continue straight: From the end of Alfred St, this walk follows the 'Nelson Parade' sign up the sandstone
steps. At the top of the steps, this walk turns right, following the 'Picnic Area' sign along the dirt track for about 80m to a
three-way intersection just past a bench seat. This walk veers right, following the 'Nelson Parade' sign up the steps,
passing a 'Kellys bush' information sign at the top of the hill, then leaves the park through a gap in the timber fence to
come to a road beside Weil Park (a large playing field).  

 Kellys Bush    
 In the late 1880s, pocket of bushland between Prince George Parade and Alfred St, Woolwich was set aside to to act as
a buffer zone between the Parramatta River and the Sydney Smelting Company. The area was named after the owner of
the land and smelting company, T.H. Kelly . From the passion of the local people who fought to protect this area, Kelly's
Bush is now owned by the Hunters Hill Council and cared for by a team of local bush regenerators.  

Top of Kellys Bush to Int of Gladstone Ave and Woolwich Rd  0.2km 4 mins 
 (From 6.46 km) Continue straight: From the top of Kellys Bush, this walk follows the GNW arrow gently uphill along
Prince George Parade (directly away from the park). Soon after passing a set of swings (on the central reservation), this
walk turns right (crossing over the other part Prince George Parade) to follow another GNW arrow post along 'Gladstone
Ave' until coming to an intersection with 'Woolwich Rd'.  

Int of Gladstone Ave and Woolwich Rd to End of Serpentine Rd  0.2km 3 mins 
 (From 6.68 km) Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow west alongside Woolwich Rd for about
100m, then turns right across the road and heads to the end of Serpentine Rd. There are some GNW arrows here and a
footpath on the left.  

End of Serpentine Rd to Int of Brookes and Vernon Sts  0.4km 10 mins 
 (From 6.87 km) Continue straight: From the end of Serpentine Rd, this walk follows the GNW arrows down a few steps,
then downhill along the footpath. The path soon leads down to Vernon St to turn left, following the street for about 30m.
Here the walk turns right, leading down a pedestrian lane-way and steps between two house, coming to 'Mornington
Reserve', beside Alexandra Bay on the Lane Cove River. Here the walk turns left, leading up along the grassy track
reserve behind some houses for about 180m to turn left at a GNW post marking another pedestrian lane-way. The walk
heads up this lane-way then up the steps to turn right on Vernon St, coming almost immediately to an intersection with
Brookes St (on your right).  
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Int of Brookes and Vernon Sts to Hunters Hill Shops  1.2km 20 mins 
 (From 7.29 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads uphill along Vernon St which soon bends left.
At the top of the hill, this walk turns right to follow the footpath beside Woolwich Rd for about 150m, then turns right down
Futuna Lane. At the T-intersection, this walk turns left to follow Futuna St past the grand 'St. Peter Chanel Catholic
Church' building and then come to another T-intersection. Here the walk crosses Crescent St and turns right a short
distance and then left into Garrick Ave. At the end of Garrick Ave, this walk follows the GNW arrow along the zigzagging
pedestrian lane way for about 170m to come to Passy Ave. Here the walk crosses the road and turns right, following the
footpath for about 150m to then turn left onto Ambrose St. After a further 100m, the walk turns right at Ferry St to pass in
front of the large sandstone 'All Saints Anglican Church' building. Just past this church, the walk passes a few shops to
cross Alexandra St, then turns left. Just after crossing Ady St, this walk comes to to 'Jaspers Restaurant', opposite more
cafes and shops.  

 Hunters Hill Shops    
 Just opposite the intersection of Alexandra and Ady Streets is a community shopping village in Hunters Hill. There are a
few cafes and small restaurants set among a lovely series of sandstone buildings. You could even get your hair cut if so
desired. The Ricciotti Deli Cafe open 7 days 0800-1700 (weekends 0800-1500) ph: (02) 9817-7388.  

Hunters Hill Shops to End of Mount St  0.8km 15 mins 
 (From 8.5 km) Continue straight: From in front of 'Jaspers Restaurant', this walk heads gently downhill along Alexandra
St almost immediately passing 'Vienna' Cottage (an artisan's home built in 1871). This walk continues along beside
Alexandra St for about 500m, passing the post office, Masonic Centre, town hall, Congregational Church, a tiny and very
old-looking pharmacy to come to a four-way intersection with Mount St (on your right), opposite a children's playground.
Here the walk follows the GNW post right and downhill along Mount St to come to a waterfront intersection at the end of
the street.  

End of Mount St to Joubert Street Reserve  0.6km 10 mins 
 (From 9.27 km) Turn left : From the northern end of Mount St, this walk follows the asphalt footpath behind Hunters Hill
High School, whilst keeping the Lane Cover River to your right. The path leads past a few information signs, then bends
left at the grassy clearing to head up the side of the school. The path leads up a small set of stairs and turns right on
Reiby Rd, where the walk follows the road for 100m until the road bends right. Here, the walk crosses the road to follow
the GNW arrow up to the right and along the concrete footpath, which leads under under Burns Bay Rd (Fig Tree
Bridge). Just after passing under the bridge, the walk heads left, diagonally up through Joubert Street Reserve to Joubert
St (just downhill from the intersection with Figtree Rd).  

Joubert Street Reserve to Boronia Park  0.9km 15 mins 
 (From 9.89 km) Continue straight: From Joubert Street Reserve, this walk crosses Joubert St and heads uphill to then
turn right into Figtree Rd. The walk leads along the footpath beside Figtree Rd for about 350m, then turns right onto
Ryde Rd (there is a Coles Express service station to your left, if you want a cold drink). Following the footpath alongside
Ryde Rd for about 500m (passing St Joseph's College along the way), this walk comes to Boronia Ave, just beside
Boronia Park.  

 Boronia Park    
 Boronia Park is found at the intersection of Ryde Rd and Boronia Ave. The park is centered around a couple of large
playing fields and a grand stand. Here you will find public toilets, tap water, electric BBQs and a children's playground.
There is also shade from the trees and rain shelter to provide some relief on the hot or wet days.  

Boronia Park to End of Boronia Ave  0.3km 5 mins 
 (From 10.82 km) Turn right: From the intersection of 'Boronia Ave' and 'Ryde Rd' (beside 'Boronia Park' ), this walk
follows 'Boronia Ave' downhill for just over 250m to come to the end of the road.  
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End of Boronia Ave to Int of Great North Walk and Meyers Avenue track  0.8km 10 mins 
 (From 11.09 km) Continue straight: From the end of Boronia Avenue, this walk follows the GNW arrow post up along the
rocky track. The track leads over a small rise then bends right (ignoring the track to your left), to head down a few stone
steps, then a series of timber steps. The track then continues along the bank of the Lane Cove River (to your right) for
about 100m to come to a T-intersection with Princes St. Here the walk turns left and heads up the road (away from the
water view) for about 50m, coming to an intersection with another track and a large green 'The Great North Walk'
signpost (on your right). 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Buffalo Ck. Park' arrow down along track. Veering right after
about 50m, this wide track then leads through the casuarina forest for a short time, coming to an intersection and a small
clearing with a picnic table, the informally named Brickmakers Creek picnic area. 
 Turn right: From the picnic area, this walk follows the GNW arrow post across the rocky Brickmakers Creek and up the
steps. The walk continues along the short timber boardwalk, then leads up the timber steps for about 100m where the
track flattens out, veering right at another GNW arrow post. Here the track leads down between the rocks, with a filtered
view to the water, and a short distance later, the track veers right again at another GNW arrow post, heading gently
down between some more rocks. For another 150m , the mostly flat track leads over some rock platforms then along a
short section of timber boarding to come to a three-way intersection marked with a GNW arrow, and a larger unfenced
rock platform (to the right).  

Int of Great North Walk and Meyers Avenue track to Mangrove viewing platform  1km 15 mins 
 (From 11.93 km) Veer right: From the intersection, this walk heads along the rock platform, keeping the river down to
your right. The walk soon heads down some steps carved in the rock, then follows the rocky and sandy track gently
downhill, passing some interesting rock formations over about 140m then climbing over some rocks with a metal
handrail. The track leads up a series of steps for about 200m, then goes up some carved steps (also with a handrail).
From here, the rocky track heads down the steps then leads alongside the mangroves for just shy of 100m, coming to a
T-intersection marked with a GNW arrow. 
 Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow up the steps. The track bends right and comes to an
intersection with the signposted 'Access to Barons Cres' track on your left, just below the large concrete building. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post along the clear track, leading gently uphill
(initially keeping the concrete building and Barton Cres track on your left). The fairly flat, rocky track leads through the
forest, keeping the Lane Cove River not far to your right. After about 300m, the track leads up some steps to a boulder
outcrop with good views over the river. The track continues for another 100m to a small clearing and a timber viewing
platform (on your right).  

 Mangrove viewing platform    
 This timber viewing platform is found on bank on south-west of the confluence of the Lane Cove River and Buffalo
Creek. This area is affected by the tides so the view is constantly changing. The lookout platform provides an opportunity
to view the mangroves community and the eroded sandstone ruins  

Mangrove viewing platform to Buffalo Creek track head  0.8km 10 mins 
 (From 12.97 km) Turn left: From the timber platform, this walk heads directly away from the Lane Cove River and follows
the track up the valley, keeping the Buffalo Creek mangroves to your right. The track soon leads under a fallen tree and
meanders along the flat for about 120m, then follows a short section of timber boardwalk. The track then leads up some
steps to pass under a small sandstone overhang, then continues along the base of a sandstone wall, from where the
track leads over another shorter section of timber boardwalk. The track then comes to another section of boardwalk
which leads through the wetlands, over a small creek and past the information sign about the 'Friends of Buffalo Creek'.
The boardwalk then leads past some paperbark trees and turns right onto the dirt track. The walk follows this track for
about 50m before heading up the timber ramp and steps to Pains Rd. 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows GNW arrow up along Pains Rd for about 20m to the intersection with
a wide track, marked with another GNW arrow post, just where the road bends left. 
 Continue straight: From the bend in Pains Rd (near house number 4), this walk follows GNW arrow along the wide track,
whilst keeping a few houses up to your left. After about 120m, the track leads up a grassy hill to find a large open
parkland, Buffalo Creek Reserve. Here, the walk turns right and follows the 'Great North Walk' sign across the grass,
passing a picnic table and fireplace, and coming to the large 'Buffalo Creek Track Head' signpost (on your right).  
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Buffalo creek track head to Int of Great North Walk and Sugarloaf Point tracks  0.5km 10 mins 
 (From 13.75 km) Turn right: From the 'Buffalo Creek Track Head', this walk follows the 'Newcastle' sign down three sets
of timber stairs. Here the walk follows the timber boardwalk as it winds through the mangroves to a hand-railed viewing
area, just before a bridge. 
From here, the walk crosses Buffalo Creek on the bridge then climbs up the stone steps to veer left at a faint intersection
(at the top of the steep climb), marked with a GNW arrow post. The rocky track leads more gently up past the 'Lane Cove
River National Park - Sugarloaf Point' sign to a signposted T-intersection, where another GNW arrow points back down
the track. 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Sugarloaf Point' sign along the flat rocky and sandy track,
keeping the valley to your right. The track generally bends left around the side of the hill, passing a few interesting rock
platforms along the way. Soon after heading down some stone steps, this track comes to a signposted T-intersection
with a wide sandy trail. There is a 'Buffalo Ck Reserve' sign pointing back up the steps.  

Int of Great North Walk and Sugarloaf Point tracks to Sugarloaf Point  0.3km 5 mins Optional Side Trip: 
 (From 14.29 km) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Sugarloaf Point' sign down the hill and along the
service trail to the open waterfront clearing at Sugarloaf Point, which extends all the way along to the end of the grass
clearing.
(Retrace your steps back to the main track, then continue straight to continue along this walk.)  

 Sugarloaf Point    
 Sugarloaf Point is a large grassy clearing with a picnic area on the edge of the Lane Cove River, just north of the Buffalo
Creek junction. The riverside picnic area has a couple of picnic benches and a small beach, making it possible to pull a
boat up to the point.  

Int of Great North Walk and Sugarloaf Point tracks to Kittys Creek bridge int  0.8km 10 mins 
 (From 14.29 km) Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Pittwater Road 0.25km' sign up along the wide
management trail, which soon becomes sealed. The trail winds up beside a large, fenced, high-tension power line
concrete tower. The trail soon leads around a locked gate and comes to an intersection just before Pittwater Rd, with a
'Great North Walk' track sign (on the right). 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Great North Walk' sign past the picnic table and down the timber
steps, whilst keeping Pittwater Rd through the trees to your left. The track soon passes a 'Lane Cove National Park' sign
then heads down some timber stairs. The track continues just below the road (on your left) and beside the mangroves
(on your right) for a little over 400m, crossing several timber platforms and going up and down a few steps to come to a
'Coastal Wetlands' information sign. Having moved away from the road, the track now heads along a timber boardwalk
that winds through the mangroves and wetlands to cross Kitty Creek on a bridge. Just on the other side of the bridge,
this walk comes to a T-intersection with a sign pointing back to 'Sugarloaf Point'.  

Kittys Creek bridge int to Magdala Park carpark  0.7km 10 mins 
 (From 15.07 km) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow along the wide track, initially
keeping Kittys Creek to your right. The track almost immediately bends left (ignoring the side track on the left) and
follows the bank of the Lane Cove River (on your right) through the casuarina forest for just shy of 200m. Here, the track
starts edging away from the river and enters more dense vegetation for just over 200m, before the track opens up and
comes to a 'Lane Cove National Park - Sugarloaf Point' sign. From the sign, the walk leads up along the grass, keeping
the playing fields to your right and coming to a GNW arrow post in front of the toilet block beside Magdala Park car park.  

 Magdala Park    
 Magdala Park, found at the end of Magdala Rd, North Ryde, is home to a large playing field with a baseball diamond in
the corner and a smaller playing field to the north. There is a car park , public toilets, sheltered picnic tables , childrens
playground, garbage bins, and town water on tap. There are a few Great North Walk signs highlighting the direction of
the walk as it winds across the open grassy area.  

Magdala Park carpark to Magdala Park transmissions tower  0.1km 2 mins 
 (From 15.8 km) Turn right: From the front of the toilet block, this walk follows the GNW arrow across the car park. The
walk then heads through the gap in the fence and turns left, heading over the grass to the intersection with a concrete
footpath at the base of the large transmissions tower, where a sign points back to 'Sydney Cove'.  
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Magdala Park transmissions tower to Fairyland  1.4km 20 mins 
 (From 15.91 km) Turn right: From the transmissions tower, this walk follows the 'Newcastle' sign downhill along the
concrete footpath away from Magdala Park. The path soon turns right and leads over the 'Clifford Love' footbridge. The
150m-long bridge leads over Lane Cove River and then over the 'National Starch' factory, to find a footpath on the other
side. The footpath leads around the edge of the fenced car park and comes to the footpath beside Epping Rd, just
beside the traffic lights at Mowbray Rd. 
 Continue straight: From the traffic lights, this walk heads downhill towards the bridge, crossing the factory driveway. Just
over 100m past the driveway, the shared footpath leads to an intersection marked with a GNW arrow post, and a set of
steps (on the left). 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post down across the main bridge span,
keeping the traffic to your right. After almost 100m, this walk comes to the other side of the bridge, where there is an
intersection with another set of stairs (on your left) and another GNW arrow. 
 Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post down the stairs and towards the water. At the
bottom of the stairs, the walk turns left and follows the footpath under the bridge then up a few steps to a signposted
intersection, just on the other side of the bridge. 
 Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Lane Cove National Park - Fairyland Track' sign down along the
dirt track, keeping the filtered view of Lane Cove River to your right. The track soon leads down some timber steps, past
a short rock wall and across two short flat timber bridges. The walk continues up some steps and across a timber bridge
with a hand rail. The rocky track then leads downhill for about 100m before going gently uphill past the high tension
transmission tower, to then come to a signposted intersection, just after passing under the power lines. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads away from the buildings and the high tension power line tower,
following the GNW arrow post downhill and almost immediately crosses a small flat timber bridge. The rocky track leads
up a short hill then the track starts to leads down for about 70m, where the track bends sharply right. Then the walk leads
down a series of timber steps into the lusher forest and a 'Site of Fairyland Pleasure Grounds' information sign. 
Here the walk heads along the timber boardwalk, then follows the track past the 'Take Yourself Back to Fairyland' photo
sign, and then onto an intersection beside a large palm tree. There is a 'Fairyland Pleasure Grounds' sign and short track
on the right that leads to a seat beside Lane Cove River.  

 Fairyland    
 Once formally known as 'Fairyland Pleasure Grounds', and casually as 'The Rest', this site was similar to several others
in Sydney. The land was purchased by Robert Swan in 1896 and encompassed about 17 acres in total. Part of the land
was cleared for a market garden, growing strawberries and melons. By the early 1900s, the market garden had closed
and the area had become a popular picnic and play ground, for people arriving mostly by boat. This was a very popular
spot to visit for a special day out. Today, the buildings have (mostly) gone and the cleared area has grown back, but it
still can offer a relaxing picnic and lunch spot by the river.  

Fairyland to River view  0.4km 5 mins 
 (From 17.35 km) Continue straight: From the intersection at the centre of Fairylands, this walk follows the clear track
whilst keeping the Lane Cove River through the trees to your right, past the 'Fairyland Pleasure Grounds' sign. The
mostly flat track winds gently through the ferns to pass the 'Site of Fairyland Pleasure Grounds' information sign, then
continues along the short timber boardwalk and up a series of timber steps. The now mostly-flat track leads along the
side of the hill for about 150m, coming to a short track which takes this walk to an unfenced rock platform with river views
(on your right).  

 Lookout    
 This small, informal and unfenced viewpoint is atop a large natural rock platform, between Fairyland and River Ave.
There are a few in the area, but this is the most distinct. From here, there are nice views down the Lane Cove River. The
area is unfenced and there is a significant drop off the side.  

River view to Int of Quebec Rd and Fairyland Track  0.1km 3 mins 
 (From 17.71 km) Continue straight: From the view point, this walk heads along the flat track whilst keeping the river
below to your right. After about 100m, the track crosses a short section of timber boardwalk then leads past a series of
National Park signs to come to a T-intersection with Quebec Rd (opposite number 101).  
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Int. of Quebec Rd and Fairyland Track to End of Quebec Ave  0.6km 10 mins 
 (From 17.84 km) Turn left: From the intersection, this walk heads uphill following the GNW arrow post along Quebec Rd.
At the top of the hill, the road bends right and comes to a signposted intersection, where this walk turn left to follow the
GNW arrow post up what looks like a long sealed driveway. The walk follows Quebec Ave for about 300m past a couple
of driveways (on your right) then below the fenced Northern Suburbs Memorial Gardens (on your left), coming to a
turning circle and a locked gate at the end of the road.  

End of Quebec Ave to Riverside Cafe  0.4km 5 mins 
 (From 18.39 km) Continue straight: From the end of Quebec Ave, this walk follows the GNW arrow post around the
locked gate and along the fairly flat, rocky track. After about 170m, this track leads to the edge of a large rock platform.
From here, the walk tends right, going down through a gap in the rock then leading along the base of a short rock wall.
The track then starts to lead more steeply downhill when, just after passing a small bench seat, the track leads down a
steep stone staircase and then comes to a signposted T-intersection with River Rd (near Delhi Rd). Here, a 'Sydney
Cove' sign points back up the hill. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, follows the GNW arrow post across River Ave, down along the minor road
(keeping the busy Delhi Rd to your left). At the end of this minor rd this walk finds a footpath in front of 'Riverside Cafe
Bar & Grill'.  

 Riverside Cafe Bar & Grill    
 The Riverside Cafe is found at the end of service road on the south-west corner of Fullers Bridge. The nicely renovated
building looks over the Lane Cove River and is open 7 days, serving breakfast, lunch and dinner. The food is cafe-style
and meals are priced upwards from $13. Ph: (02) 9412 3773.  

Riverside Cafe to Koonjeree Middle Trk  0.2km 4 mins 
 (From 18.78 km) Turn left: From in front of 'Riverside Cafe Bar AND Grill', this walk follows the GNW arrow post and
footpath under Fullers Bridge to an intersection with a set of steps just on the other side. 
 Turn left: From the intersection (on the north-west corner of Fullers Bridge), this walk heads up the steps to come to
another footpath beside Dehli Rd. 
 Turn right: From the bus stop, this walk heads along the footpath, away from Fullers Bridge. The walk soon crosses the
entrance road to Lane Cove National Park before winding right, through the low bushes, to come to the toilet block. 
 Turn right: From the toilet blocks, this walk heads across the road to follow the footpath through the middle of the
Koonjeree picnic area, to the intersection near the water's edge.  

 Koonjeree Picnic Area    
 Koonjeree Picnic Area is at the southern end of Lane Cove National Park, just near Fullers Bridge. The picnic area
boasts free gas barbecues, flushing toilets, town tap water, picnic tables and shelters, a large open area and car parking.
On the bank of the Lane Cove River, this is a pleasant spot to enjoy the park.  

Koonjeree Middle Trk to Lane Cove Weir South  0.1km 2 mins 
 (From 19.01 km) Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post along the concrete footpath,
keeping the river just to your right. The path leads around the edge of the clearing and comes to a T-intersection with a
road, just beside the weir (on your right).  

Lane Cove Weir South to Boat Shed  0.5km 5 mins 
 (From 19.11 km) Turn left : From the southern end of the weir, this walk follows the sealed road up (away from the weir)
for about 10m to turn right following the 'Riverside walking track' sign along the fenced timber boardwalk. After about
50m, this boardwalk leads past the fish ladder to come to a lookout (with stepped seats) and great views over the Lane
Cove River. From the lookout, this walk continues along the boardwalk for about 80m (enjoying more river views) to then
follow another 'Riverside walking track' sign along the edge of '3 Spoonbill' picnic area for about 130m, and come to '4
Illoura' picnic area (with toilets and water). This walk continues along the track beside the river for another 120m to pass
below a large picnic shelter, then just over 100m later, this walk comes to the shop-front side of the sandstone boatshed
building.  

 Lane Cove Boatshed    
 Lane Cove Boatshed, in Lane Cove National Park, is situated on the bank of the (you guessed it) Lane Cove River. You
can hire rowboats, kayaks, pedal boats, bikes and canoes, for different ways to enjoy the river. The shop also sells
ice-creams, chips and drinks. The shed is open on weekend from 10am - 5pm. During summer school holidays, the shop
is also open from 12-5pm. For more info, call Greg on 0418600695.  

Page 7/21 PDF generated on 22 Nov 2013

http://www.wildwalks.com/
http://www.wildwalks.com/


Sydney to Thornleigh via Lane Cove
Tourist Park

Sydney to Thornleigh via Lane Cove
Tourist Park

Boat Shed to 8 Ironbarks  0.5km 5 mins 
 (From 19.63 km) Continue straight: From the shop-front side of the boatshed, this walk follows the riverside track
upstream, keeping the river just to your right. The track soon narrows and after about 80m, comes to a large clearing, the
'7 Moola' picnic area (with toilets and water). The track leads over a small flat timber bridge in the middle of the picnic
area to then find a NPWS arrow post on the far side. Here this walk follows the arrow along the track for about 70m to
then climb up the metal staircase, where the track continues for another 180m, first up and over a rocky outcrop then
along a flat track to find another large clearing. On the far side of this picnic area, just past the '8 Ironbarks' sign, this
walk comes to a three-way intersection (with a concrete path on your left).  

8 Ironbarks to 9 Carters Creek  0.2km 4 mins 
 (From 20.11 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the NPWS arrow post along the narrow
management trail, keeping the river to your right. After about 60m, this walk heads around a locked gate, then heads up
over the grass to find a picnic area. Here the walk heads over the timber bridge, past the '9 Carters Creek' sign and into
the picnic area. The walk veers left across the picnic area to come back to the car park, just below the toilet block on the
far side of the picnic area.  

 9 Carters Creek    
 Carters Creek Picnic Area is the ninth formal picnic space along this stretch of the Lane Cove River. This picnic area is
home to a couple of sheltered picnic tables, a gas BBQ a large open grassy area, garbage bins, toilets and a car park.
There is some limited access to the river view. A pleasant spot among the tall gums.  

9 Carters Creek to 13 Cottonwood Glen  0.4km 5 mins 
 (From 20.32 km) Continue straight: From the picnic area, this walk follows the NPWS arrow post across a small creek
and up the footpath, away from the picnic area. From the the top of the small hill, the track now leads (keeping the river
on your right) for almost 300m, passing through a re-vegetating tall gum forest then a pleasant she-oak stand, to come to
a large gravel car park just before Cottonwood Glen picnic area.  

 13 Cottonwood Glen    
 Cottonwood Glen picnic area is a large open grassy spot on the bank of the Lane Cove River. There is a grove of trees
along the edge of the river, but you can still get clear views across the water from the car park area. There are several
picnic tables and a small toilet block just up the hill.  

13 Cottonwood Glen to Riverside Dr  0.1km 3 mins 
 (From 20.68 km) Turn left: From car park beside '13 Cottonwood Glen' picnic area, this walk follows the 'Lane Cove
Tourist Park' arrow post up the road. This walk soon veers left to head up beside the '12 Blackbutt' picnic area, then up
some steps to come to a signposted intersection with Riverside Drive.  

Riverside Dr to Lane Cove Tourist Park  0.5km 10 mins 
 (From 20.82 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Tourist Park' sign gently up the track
(away from the road) for about 30m to pass a 'Native Fauna' information sign and cross a small metal bridge beside the
tall fern trees. Here the walk continues gently up through the forest for another 30m to pass the 'Bush Regeneration'
information sign, then the track continues to wind gently uphill for almost 180m, passing the 'Native Flora' information
sign and coming to a three-way intersection beside a large gum, where a sign points back down to 'Lane Cove River
Weir' sign. 
 Turn left: From the intersection, the walk heads uphill directly away from the face of the 'Scribbly Gums picnic area' sign
and past the large scribbly gum. The track leads under a banksia tree and after about 40m starts to climb a series of
stone steps. After climbing these steps for about 60m, this walk heads through a gap in a fence to come to the edge of
the Lane Cove Tourist Park.
From here, this walk head directly away from the face of the 'Lane Cove National Park' sign and straight up the internal
road. This road soon bends left then leads though the campsite for about 100m before bending right just past the
laundry. Here the walk heads up this road for about 50m, past the boom gates, to come to the front of the the 'Lane Cove
Tourist Park' office.  

 Lane Cove River tourist park    
 This is a well-established caravan park on the edge of Lane Cove National Park, offering a variety of camp sites from
tent to powered sites for caravans and even en suite cabins. The campsite is a great point to access many wonderful
walks in Lane Cove Valley. There are many facilities including a laundry, toilets, showers (including facilities for people
with disabilities and with infants), recreation room, Internet kiosk (with free access to Wildwalks.com), wireless Internet,
BBQ's and a pool. There is bike hire available and the reception has basic supplies for sale (bread, milk, snacks,
newspapers).  
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 Overnight stay 
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Day 2  
  
Lane Cove Tourist Park to Lane Cove Weir South  2.2km 25 mins 
 (From 21.35 km) Turn around: From the office of the 'Lane Cove Tourist Park', this walk heads down the internal road,
past the boom gates for about 50m to turn left just past the laundry. The walk then continues along this road as it bends
right after about 100m, then leads down to a T-intersection. Just on the other side (and to the left) of this intersection,
there is a set of steps beside the large 'Lane Cove National Park' sign.
From this concreted section between sites 152 and 151, this walk follows the sign down the stone steps for about 60m,
where the track then leads gently down to a T-intersection marked with a timber signpost (beside a large scribbly gum). 
 Turn right: From the intersection, the walk follows 'Lane Cove River Weir' sign south down the hill. The track leads gently
down the side of the hill for about 80m to pass a 'Native Flora' information sign, then about 90m later passes a 'Bush
Regeneration' information sign among the ferns. Just 30m past this sign, the track leads over a small metal bridge beside
the tall fern trees and 'Native Fauna' information sign. Here the track continues for a short distance to come to an
intersection with Riverside Drive, where a 'Tourist Park' sign points back up the hill. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Riverside walk' arrow post down the steps and then
follows the road down past the '12 Blackbutt' picnic area. Soon the road leads to a Y-intersection and veers right down to
the car park beside '13 Cottonwood Glen' picnic area and the Lane Cove River. 
 Turn right: From the car park on the south side of 'Cottonwood Glen', this walk follows the NPWS arrow post along the
track into the bush, keeping the river to your left. The track leads along side the river for about 300m, first through a
lovely she-oak stand, then through a re-vegetating tall gum forest before heading down a sealed footpath to come to a
car park (beside the toilet block) at Carters Creek picnic area. 
 Continue straight: From in front of the toilets at Carters Creek picnic area, this walk heads across the grass clearing and
across the small timber bridge to come to the car park. After crossing the car park, this walk continues over the grass,
beside the road, keeping the river to your left, and then veers left and follows the NPWS arrow post down around the
locked gate. Here the walk follows the narrow trail for about 60m to come to an intersection with a footpath on your right,
just before the '8 Ironbarks' sign and picnic area. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection just west of '8 Ironbarks', this walk follows the track through the picnic area,
keeping the river on the left. On the far side of the picnic area, this walk follows the NPWS arrow post for about 180m up
over a rocky outcrop to then head down a metal staircase. The track winds down alongside the river for another 70m to
come to the edge of another large grassy clearing. Here, this walk heads across '7 Moola' picnic area (with toilets and
water), crossing a small flat timber bridge in the middle. The track soon leaves this clearing and continues for another
80m to come to the shop-front side of the sandstone boatshed building. 
 Continue straight: From the shop-front side of the boat shed, this walk follows the riverside track, keeping the river to
your left. After about 40m, this walk veers left at the Y-intersection and continues alongside the river for another 90m to
pass below a large picnic shelter. The walk continues along the track for another 120m to pass alongside '4 Illoura' picnic
area (with toilets and water). The walk continues alongside the river for another 70m to then pass through '3 Spoonbill'
picnic area. From the far side of this picnic area, the walk follows the path, and then fenced boardwalk, for about 80m to
come to a lookout (with stepped seats) and great views over the Lane Cove River. From this lookout point, this walk
continues up along the boardwalk for about 50m (passing the fish ladder) to turn left onto the sealed drive and come to
another intersection just before the weir.  

Lane Cove Weir South to Lane Cove Weir North  0.1km 1 mins 
 (From 23.6 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post across the top of the weir
to another GNW arrow post at the top of the steps (on your right), just on the other side of the weir. After heavy or
prolonged rain this crossing may be closed if water is flowing over the top.  

 Lane Cove Weir    
 The Lane Cove River Weir was built in 1938 during the depression. The motivation for building the lake was to make the
area more apealing for visitors' picnics. The weir created environmental issues such as silting and a decline in native fish
populations. In much more recent years, a 'fish ladder' has been construcuted to allow fish to undertake their natural
migration route for breeding. The weir proved an easy way for walkers to cross the Lane Cove River whilst enjoying the
views up and downstream.  
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Lane Cove Weir North to Int. Great North Walk and Thistlethwaytes Picnic Area Trk  1.1km 15 mins 
 (From 23.65 km) Continue straight: From the weir, this walk follows the footpath straight up the hill for approximately
20m to the large concrete area of the intersection. 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk heads along the footpath to the road. 
 Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the road uphill, keeping the short sandstone wall and National Parks
office on your left. The road soon bends left and leads up past the staff parking, to an intersection (with a track on your
right) marked with a large 'Great North Walk' sign. 
 Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post up the timber steps away from the road. The
track passes a 'Caution - Swimming in Lane Cover River is not advisable...' sign and then comes to an intersection with a
wider management trail. 
 Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the wide trail uphill, initially keeping the cliff line to your right. The trail
bends right then leads uphill for about 130m, coming to an intersection (just below the power lines) where a 'Park Visitors
Centre' sign points back down the hill. 
 Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follow the 'Blue Hole - Fiddens Wharf' sign and power line up along the wide
management trail. Just as the trail flattens out, this walk comes to an signposted intersection with a narrower track (on
your left). 
 Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow posts down the timber steps. The track gently
meanders through the open forest for a short time then heads up a few steps to come to a T-intersection with a sealed
road. 
 Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow down along the road for a short distance and comes to
another signposted intersection with a track (on your right). 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the NPWS arrow up the timber steps, away from the road. The track
soon leads down a longer set of timber steps where the track meanders through the bush, passing a few rocky outcrops
before heading down the another series of timber stairs. Just beyond these steps, the track leads to a T-intersection with
a wide management trail, marked with a 'Sandstone Hillslope Community' information sign.  

Int. Great North Walk and Thistlethwaytes Picnic Area Trk to Bottom of Fiddens Wharf Oval Trk  0.8km 15 mins 
 (From 24.77 km) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the upper arrow on the historic walk sign post, gently
uphill along the wide trail. The trail leads through the casuarina forest for about 30m then passes the 'Scribbly Gum'
information sign. The trail then bends left and leads downhill, narrowing significantly. Here the track heads down a series
of timber steps to pass a 'Sydney Red Gum' information sign. The track then crosses the ferny gully and passes the
'Sandstone Gully Community' and then the 'Sydney Peppermint' information signs. From here, the track leads across
another gully then up and along the side of a steep hill (with an unfenced cliff to your left) for about 70m, coming to a
rock platform with a 'Blackbutts' information sign. Here the walk leads down the staircase and stone path for a short time
and crosses the 'weedy' creek on a short timber boardwalk. The now flat track leads for another 50m to a signposted
intersection (with some steps on your right), where a 'Visitor Centre Loop' sign points back along the track.  

Fiddens Wharf Oval Trk to Sandstone caves  1.6km 30 mins 
 (From 25.57 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Blue Hole' sign across the flat timber
boardwalk bridge, keeping the river to your left. After about 60m, the track passes a small sandstone overhang then
crosses a section of timber boardwalk, heading over the rock to a small beach beside the Lane Cove River.
The track then continues along the river bank for about 120m to then turn right up a side gully, crossing the creek on a
timber footbridge. The track then leads up a short but steep set of timber steps, where the track flattens out to come to a
signposted intersection. Here the walk continues straight, following the 'Blue Hole' sign over the small rise then back
down to the bank of the river. The rocky track follows the bank for about 250m, where the track climbs the hill for a short
time to follow the side of the hill around through the eucalypt and grass tree forest. After about 230m, the track passes
along the top of an unfenced cliff (to your left). The track continues for just shy of 400m, passing a series of rock walls. At
the end of the clearest (and longest) rock wall, the track turns sharply right and comes to the top of this rock wall. 
From here, the walk turns left to lead over a rise, then crosses a small flat timber bridge. The rocky track then continues
to climb for 100m to come to an unfenced rock platform. Turning right here, this walk climbs up a little further to pass
through a sandstone overhang, coming immediately to a second overhang which provides a bit more shelter.  

 Sandstone caves    
 This fairly large sandstone overhang is found on the eastern side of the Lane Cove Valley. The walking track leads
through the two caves that run in series, with the northern cave being larger. The lip of the overhang hangs down a bit,
providing some extra protection from wind and rain. The cave also provide some shade and a cooler spot on hot days,
and there are also a couple of well placed boulders forming nice seats.  
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Sandstone caves to Int. Great North Walk and Blaxland Rd Service Trail  0.3km 10 mins 
 (From 27.12 km) Continue straight: From the cave, this walk follows the track along the side of the hill, keeping the
valley down to your left. The track soon follows along the base of long sandstone wall (on your right) for about 130m and
passes around the right-hand side of a large cube boulder (know as 'The Block'). The track leads across a mossy and
rocky gully then uphill to pass through a long tunnel-like sandstone overhang, and along the base of another long
sandstone wall. At the end of this wall, the track leads up some rocky steps and then leads gently through the open
forest for about 50m before passing under some power lines. The track soon leads up some steps, coming to a
signposted T-intersection with a management trail, where a GNW arrow points back along the track.  

Int. Great North Walk and Blaxland Rd Service Trail to Int. Great North Walk and Ryde Rd Access Trk NE  0.4km 5
mins 
 (From 27.46 km) Veer left: From the intersection, the walk follows the 'Great North Walk - Deburghs Bridge' sign
downhill along the wide management trail. The trail soon bends right and follows the power lines down, stepping over a
partially buried, green metal pipeline (sometimes hissing). After this, the trail follows a GNW arrow left as the trail
significantly narrows and leads down a series of timbers steps then across the rocky Blackbutt Creek. Here, the walk
follows the GNW arrow up onto the rock platform, where the track turns left then leads along the flat to a T-intersection
with a GNW arrow post, and a set of steps (up to your right AND down to your left). 
 Turn right: From the intersection, the walk follows the GNW arrow post up the timber steps. The track then leads up
some stone steps and comes to a three-way intersection, where a sign points back to 'Lane Cove River Weir via Great
North Walk'.  
Int GNW and Ryde Rd Access Trk NE to Int of GNW and Gloucester Ave fire trail  1.4km 25 mins 
 (From 27.9 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Thornleigh via Great North Walk' sign
down a couple of steps and along the track towards Deburghs Bridge, keeping the valley to your left. After about 50m,
the track leads under the large concrete Deburghs Bridge, with some graffiti. On the other side of the bridge, the track
bends right to head up over some rocks, following two sections of hand railing. From the end of these handrails, the track
leads gently up among the grass trees for about 400m (and a weedy section of track) to come to a clear T-intersection
with a management trail, where a 'Great North Walk' sign points back down the track. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'The Great North Walk' sign north, gently downhill along
the management trail. After about 80m, this trail crosses a concrete bridge over Rudder Creek (beside a concrete
sewerage pipe). From here, the trail leads uphill for just shy of 200m to come to an intersection with the GNW track (on
your left), where a 'Lane Cove Weir' sign points back down along the trail. 
 Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Thornleigh Oval' sign west, gently down the track, away from the
management trail. The track almost immediately passes the large metal pipe (crossing the Lane Cove River) then winds
down the rocky track for about 200m, through open eucalypt forest with some limited views left over the valley, to come
to a weedy section of track marked with a concrete sewerage access point. Here the track mostly flattens out and leads
along the side of the hill for about 400m to head down a few steps and cross Quarry Creek. The walk then heads up
some steps and follows the track for another 30m to come to a T-intersection with the Gloucester Ave fire trail, marked
with a GNW and NPWS arrow post.  

Int of GNW and Gloucester Ave fire trail (east) to Int of GNW and Gloucester Ave service trail (sth)  0km 1 mins 
 (From 29.31 km) Turn left: From the intersection, the walk follows the GNW arrow post gently uphill along the
management trail, away from the gate whilst keeping the power line poles on your left. After about 30m (just past the
second power pole), this trail leads to an intersection with a track (on the left), marked with another set of NPWS & GNW
arrow posts (just under the high tension power lines).  
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Int of GNW and Gloucester Ave service trail (sth) to Int of the GNW and mid Gloucester Ave fire trail access track 
0.7km 10 mins 
 (From 29.34 km) Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post south, downhill along the track
and under the high tension power lines. The track winds gently downhill for almost 150m until, just after passing close to
the the high tension power line tower, this walk comes to a locked green shed opposite a fenced-off pipe bridge (down in
the valley to your left). 
 Continue straight: From the green shed, this walk follows the track along the side of the hill, keeping the valley to your
left (running parallel with the high tension power lines, up to your right). After about 150m, this walk comes to an
intersection with a faint track on your right (that leads a short distance to a management trail), marked with a GNW arrow
post. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post along the mostly flat track, through the
dense forest, and almost immediately passes a concrete sewerage access point. After about 70m, this walk heads down
a few timbers steps to cross a small gully, where the track continues for another 100m (passing close to a few houses),
then crosses two flat timber bridges over Congham Creek. Here the walk veers left up onto the rock platform and follows
the track gently uphill for another 80m to come to a three-way intersection, marked with a GNW arrow post (and a sign
pointing left to 'Marsfield'). 
 Veer right: From the intersection, the walk follows the GNW arrow post north, uphill for about 30m to come to a faint
intersection with a track (on your right) marked with a GNW arrow post. 
 Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post gently uphill along the side of the hill (keeping the
valley to your left) for about 100m to come to a small clearing and three way intersection, marked with yet another GNW
arrow post and a pile of rocks (on your left).  

Int of the GNW and mid Gloucester Ave fire trail access track to Int of the Great North Walk and the West Pymble
service trail link track  0.6km 10 mins 
 (From 30.04 km) Turn left : From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post up the short rocky hill and away
from the high tension power lines. The track (rocky early on) leads along the side of the hill among some grass trees for
about 300m before passing under the power lines again. Here the track continues for another 300m along the side of the
valley to come to a clear intersection with intersection with a wide management trail.  

Int of the GNW and the West Pymble service trail link track to Int of the GNW and the Avondale creek service
trail  0.2km 4 mins 
 (From 30.65 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post downhill along the
management trail. The trail leads down for about 70m to cross a small gully then runs closely beside the Lane Cove
River (on your left) for another 120m to come to an intersection marked with a GNW arrow post and a 'Lane Cove Valley'
aluminum sign and map.  

Int of the GNW and the Avondale creek service trail to Int of GNW and the Turramurra High School bushtrack 
0.2km 4 mins 
 (From 30.86 km) Turn left : From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post, directly away from the face of
the 'Lane Cove Valley' aluminum sign and map, down the track and timber steps to a sandy beach on the Lane Cove
River. Here the walk turns right to cross the weir and bridge over Avondale Creek, (this may become impassable after
heavy or prolonged rain) then climb gently uphill for about 120m to come to a faint intersection with a faint track (on your
left - this faint track leads down to another old weir). 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads gently uphill following the main track, whilst keeping the valley
to your left for about 30m to come to a clear Y-intersection marked with a GNW arrow post.  

Int of GNW and the Turramurra High School bushtrack to Int of the GNW and the South Turramurra High School
trail  0.3km 5 mins 
 (From 31.04 km) Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post along the track, keeping the
Lane Cove River a short distance to your left. After about 80m, the track steps up to and crosses a short section to
timber boardwalk/bridge. Here the walk climbs up the rocky hill following a series of concrete access points and timber
steps for about 230m to come to a T-intersection with a management trail, marked with a GNW arrow post.  
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Int of the GNW and the Turramurra High School service trail to Browns Waterhole int  1.1km 15 mins 
 (From 31.35 km) Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post gently downhill along the
management trail for about 40m to come to an intersection with a short trail (on the right, which leads to the gate at the
end of Koombalah Ave). 
 Continue straight: From the intersection just below the Koombalah Ave gate, this walk follows the management trail
gently downhill, whilst keeping the valley to your left. The trail initially leads over a rock platform, then about 50m later,
leads down a steep hill. The trail then heads gently down for about 400m before a short steep hill leads down to a metal
high tension power line tower. Here the trail bends right and leads down and along the side of the hill for another 200m to
pass another high tension power line tower and head behind a few houses. Just behind the second house, this walk
comes to ephemeral creek on a rock platform. 
 Continue straight: From here, this walk crosses the ephemeral creek (keeping the houses up to your right) and
continues along the trail for about 30m to come to a T-intersection with a wide, shared, concrete path, marked with
several signposts. 
 Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post downhill along the wide, shared, concrete path.
After about 50m, this path leads under some high tension power lines then bends right. About 50m after passing under
the power lines, this path leads to an intersection with a track (on your left, that leads to an informal unfenced lookout),
just before a GNW arrow post. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, the walk heads fairly steeply downhill along the concrete path. The path passes
a few signs over about 100m, then comes to an intersection with a track (on your left), marked with a timber barricade
and a GNW arrow post. 
 Veer right: From the intersection, this follows the concrete path downhill for just shy of 50m to come to a intersection
with a dirt management trail. This intersection is beside the Lane Cove River crossing (on your left) and is marked with a
'The Great North Walk' sign here.  

 Browns Waterhole    
 Browns Waterhole is a wide, shallow section of the Lane Cove River, downstream of a concrete weir. There is a
concrete shared cycle/footpath crossing over the top of the weir, linking Kissing Point Road, South Turramurra to Vimiera
Rd, Macquarie Park. On the western side of the waterhole, there is a picnic table and small clearing with a view over this
section of the river.  

Browns Waterhole int to Int of GNW and the STEP track (east)  0.6km 10 mins 
 (From 32.49 km) Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'The Great North Walk' sign along the dirt
management trail, keeping the Lane Cove River to your left. After about 80m, the trail leads under some high tension
power lines, where there is a mostly clear view over the river (to your left). The trail then gently leads down through the
valley for about 400m to come to an intersection with Cove St trail, marked with a GNW arrow post. 
 Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post downhill along the management trail for about
30m to cross a small culverted creek. The walk then follows the trail up the short hill to come to an intersection with the
signposted 'STEP track' (on your right).  

Int of GNW and the STEP track (east) to Int of GNW and the STEP track (west)  0.6km 10 mins 
 (From 33.06 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post and STEP Track
markers along the management trail, whilst keeping the river to your left. The trail undulates through the valley (weedy in
places) and tall forest for just shy of 600m, to come to a clear intersection at the bottom of a sealed management trail (on
your right). This intersection is marked with another 'STEP Track' map/sign and a 'The Great North Walk' sign.  

Int of GNW and the STEP track (west) to Int of GNW and the Pennant Hills Park track  1km 15 mins 
 (From 33.64 km) Veer left: From the intersection, the walk follows the 'The Great North Walk' sign gently downhill along
the management trail, directly away from the face of the 'STEP Track' map/sign. Keeping the river to your left, the trail
leads downhill for about 80m to come to a Y-intersection, where there is a 'Lane Cove Valley' map/sign and a 'Lane Cove
River Park' sign pointing back along the trail. 
 Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Thornleigh Station' sign past the 'Lane Cove Valley' map, initially
keeping the other trail and river to your left. The trail follows the valley floor, keeping the river just to your left, for a bit
over 500m, to then cross the Lane Cove River at a rocky ford. This crossing may become impassable after heavy or
prolonged rain. On the other side of the river, this walk continues along the trail for about 400m (with the river now close
by on your right) to come to an intersection with a faint track (on your left, that leads up towards Pennant Hills Park).  
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Int of GNW and the Pennant Hills Park track to Int of the GNW and the Morona Ave trail  1.2km 20 mins 
 (From 34.67 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, the walk follows the management trail, keeping the river just
to your right. After about 60m, the trail bends right and crosses the Lane Cove River at a rocky ford, then continues along
the valley floor among the fern trees (and concrete pipe access points) for about 900m to cross the Lane Cove River
again at another rocky ford. (These crossings may become impassable after heavy or prolonged rain). The trail then
continues along the valley floor (with the river now on your left) for just over 150m to come to an intersection at the
bottom of the sealed Morona Ave trail (on your right), marked with a 'Lane Cove Valley' map/sign and a GNW arrow post.  

Int of the GNW and the Morona Ave trail to Conscript Pass  0.3km 5 mins 
 (From 35.84 km) Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post along the valley floor, away from
the two trails, keeping the river just to your left. The track soon narrows, leading past a water depth indicator, and
becomes rocky for about 150m before coming to a faint intersection, where GNW arrow post points left. Here, the walk
turns left and crosses the Lane Cove River using the concrete stepping stones (this crossing may become impassable
after heavy or prolonged rain) to follow the 'Thornleigh Station' sign up the timber steps for about 40m and find a GNW
registration box (damaged at time of writing). The track bends sharply right and zigzags up the rocky hill for another 30m,
before bending sharply left to find the 'Conscript Pass' and 'B Stevens' engravings (at the third metal hand rail).  

 Conscript Pass    
 Conscript Pass is a small sandstone pass between the Lane Cove River and Thornleigh, on the Great North Walk.
During the 1930s, some stone steps were built through a cleft in the rock as part of a public works program, in response
to the depression. The pass has two main engravings. Firstly 'Conscript Pass' is followed with a downwards pointing
arrow and a series of initials and numbers. On another wall (that you face when walking up) is engraved 'B Stevens'
followed a surprisingly good caricature of the then Premier of NSW, Bertram Stevens. Stevens (later knighted) replaced
Jack Lang in 1932 as Premier of NSW, when Lang was dismissed by the Governor (just two months Lang after opening
the Sydney Harbour Bridge).  

Conscript Pass to Int of the GNW and Lorna Pass tracks  0.1km 3 mins 
 (From 36.17 km) Continue straight: From 'Conscript Pass', this walk heads up the stone steps through the cleft in the
rock to follow the track and more stone steps uphill for about 100m, coming to a T-intersection with Lorna Pass track,
marked with a GNW arrow post.  

Int of the GNW and Lorna Pass tracks to Back of Thornleigh Oval  0.4km 5 mins 
 (From 36.27 km) Veer left: From the intersection, the walk follows the 'Thornleigh' sign uphill along the rocky track,
keeping the valley to your left. The track leads up a series of timber steps for about 230m, becoming steeper as they go,
to come to a clear T-intersection signposted with a large 'The Great North Walk' sign, and a stone 'Lorna Pass' arrow
pointing back down the track. 
 Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post and 'Thornleigh Station' sign uphill along the
wide rocky track. After just over 150m, the track bends left (ignoring a faint track on your right) and heads uphill for
another 40m to come to the back (south-east corner) of Thornleigh Oval, marked with a 'Lane Cove National Park'
signpost.  

Back of Thornleigh Oval to Int of Handley and Ferguson Avenues  0.2km 3 mins 
 (From 36.7 km) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post along the fence line around the
oval, keeping the oval to your left. After about 100m, this walk passes in front of the clubhouse (there are toilets and a
water tap on your right) to pass a 'Great North Walk' sign and come to the corner of 'Handley' and 'Ferguson' Avenues in
front of the 'Thornleigh Oval' sign.  

 Thornleigh Oval    
 Thornleigh Oval is found at the intersection of Handley and Ferguson Avenues, Thornleigh. There is a large playing
field, tap water, public toilets and some shelter in the awning of the club house. The oval has a car park, and a number io
signs for the Great North walk and other local tracks.  
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Int of Handley and Ferguson Avenues to Thornleigh Train Station  0.9km 10 mins 
 (From 36.85 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Thornleigh Station' sign across the road
to follow the footpath beside 'Handley Ave'. After about 130m, the walk crosses Clifford Ave then after about 250m,
crosses 'Orchard St' to follow 'Station St' almost directly ahead. About 190m along 'Station St', this walk continues
straight across 'Wood St' (you can get to Parkway Plaza if you turn right here) and continues for just over 200m to find a
footbridge beside Pennant Hills Rd. Here the walk heads up the ramp and crosses over the busy road then down the
ramp (or steps) to find the intersection with Railway Parade. 
 Veer left: From the base of the steps, this walk follows the GNW arrow across 'Railway Pde', heading towards the train
line. At the fence, this walk veers left and leads along the pedestrian alley for about 60m before turning right and climbing
up the railway bridge steps, coming to the 'Thornleigh' Train Station.  

 A         list         of         paper         topographical         maps         that         cover         this         walk
Hornsby 1:25 000 Map Series
 Parramatta River 1:25 000 Map Series
 Sydney 1:100 000 Map Series

 Nearby         outdoor         and         camping         stores
Inski 46 York St Sydney (02) 9233 3200
Mitchells Adventure 81 York St Sydney (02) 9299 6321
Venus Repair Workshop Suite 36a 104 Bathurst St Sydney (02) 9267 0706
Wildsports Upper Floor 447 Kent St Sydney (02) 9264 2095
Trek & Travel 447 Kent St Sydney (02) 9261 3435
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Map         Scale         2.5         km

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au
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Map         for         Section         1

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au

Map         Scale         1         km
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Map         for         Section         2

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au

Map         Scale         1         km
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Map         for         Section         3

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au

Map         Scale         1         km
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Map         for         Section         4

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au

Map         Scale         1         km
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